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Synopsis

The Essential Analects offers a representative selection from Edward Slingerland’s acclaimed
translation of the full work, including passages covering all major themes. An appendix of selected
traditional commentaries keyed to each passage provides access to the text and to its reception and
interpretation. Also included are a glossary of terms and short biographies of the disciples of

Confucius and the traditional commentators cited.
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Customer Reviews

As a college student taking a philosophy class, | have always been afraid of embarking on
Confucian texts mostly because of the infamy surrounding Confucius. However, after reading the
book and the excellent editorials, it is safe to say that | was wrong. The book delivers some stellar
messages among them being ideas like filial piety, the importance of ritual and observing the past,
as well as the impact of Goodness in civil government and its influence of the true gentleman. All
topics that can generate really interesting discussions (as they did in my class). If you are fascinated
in philosophy and want to read this for leisure, | still stand by my recommendation to give this book

a shot.
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